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A very good morning to all. 

 

Allow me to extend a very warm welcome to everyone who is attending 

this regional workshop.  

2. I am glad to be here, as it is one of the highlights of this year in 

Malaysia’s participation in science, technology and innovation (STI) – 

related workshop at the international level.   

3. To all our guests who travelled far from various countries to 

attend this workshop, I welcome you to Malaysia. I hope that through 

this workshop, we will be able to strengthen our collaboration in STI-

related matters.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

4. Most of the challenges that we face today are global 

challenges. Food security, energy shortage, environmental pollution 

and climate change - these are all global challenges. These 

challenges demand global solutions. Thus, we need to combine our 

efforts with initiatives around the world. This is aligned with one of the 

strategic thrusts of Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation 

(MOSTI) which is the ‘Enhancement and strengthening strategic 

alliances through collaboration, cooperation and partnerships’.  

5. Strategic alliance and collaboration helps to create global 

solutions for global challenges, urging partners to make continuous 

contributions through international cooperation such as conferences, 

networks and workshops. ICT-Bio Asia Workshop 2016 is a good 

example to foster significant partnerships between nations. International 
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collaboration, in essence, plays a central role in representing an 

opportunity for all partners – academia, government, and industry 

players.  

6.  I am proud to note that there is an increasing trend in 

collaboration between Malaysians and international researchers in 

research output. The Ministry will continue to support such collaboration 

to chart forward STI innovation at the national and international level. 

Only with cooperation are we able to push our STI advancement further. 

It is important to realize that research that is built on the expertise of 

various countries lead to better outcomes. As each country has its own 

strengths, we should leverage on this to develop our respective 

countries.  

7. Hence, I would like to welcome everyone to fully take this 

opportunity during this workshop to build networks to develop good 

science for the people.  

8. I am glad that through the ICT-Bio Asia Workshop 2016, the 

organisers have selected four themes that are relevant to the global 

challenges that we are facing today. These themes are; Green-smart 

Cities, Cybersecurity, Biomass & Renewable Energy as well as Health & 

Wellbeing.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

9. Globally, ICT contributes largely to the economic growth of 

countries. The ICT industry do not only directly affect the economy, but it 

also leads to indirect contribution to domestic economic growth. For 

instance, modern communication networks influence economic growth 
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by helping to spread information and promoting the development and 

adaptation of innovations. 

10. With the growing population in this globalised world, more 

development is required to meet the needs of the people more 

efficiently. One of the themes of the workshop which addresses this 

issue is “Green Smart Cities”. We should all move towards the direction 

of greener and smarter cities in order to address growing demands of 

the society. 

11. Last year, MOSTI has launched the National Internet of Things 

(IoT) roadmap, to take lead in accelerating IoT adoption in Malaysia. The 

idea is to re-energise our industry as a premiere Internet of Things (IoT) 

development hub with IoT as a new source of economic growth. This is 

aligned with the 11th Malaysia Plan that identifies IoT as a key 

technology area in enhancing productivity among others.  

12. This year, MOSTI is participating in the Asia-Pacific Economic 

Cooperation (APEC) Internet of Vehicles (IoV) Symposium in Shanghai, 

China. This project aims to focus on information technology, its broad 

applications on transport, road and vehicles that will accelerate the 

digital economy in the Asia-Pacific region.  

13. The world today is seamless due to the advancement of ICT. It 

opens doors for many new breakthroughs in science and technology. 

However, we must be cautious. Often with opportunities, come risks. 

Abuse of information technology and the rise of cybercrime such as 

hacking, phishing and identity theft are among the challenges that are 

surfacing with the advancement of ICT. I am glad that this workshop 

addresses the topic of Cybersecurity as it has been identified as one of 
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the global challenges that we are facing today. I hope that through this 

workshop, quality research on Cybersecurity can be materialized 

through this workshop.    

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

14. Another aspect of this workshop is biological studies. In relation 

to this, I was told that this workshop will look into two major themes in 

Biology which is Biomass and Renewable Energy as well as Health and 

Wellbeing. 

15. As I’ve mentioned earlier, with increasing population comes a 

growing need for development. This also means that more energy is 

needed to power up this increasingly globalized world. Currently, 16% of 

Malaysian electricity generation is hydroelectric, with the remaining 84% 

being thermal. Since 2001, we have been seeking to intensify the 

development of renewable energy, particularly biomass, as the ‘fifth fuel’ 

resource under the country’s Fuel Diversification Policy. I hope that 

through this workshop, participants will be able to learn more about 

Biomass and Renewable Energy, and we will able to advance the 

biomass industry through internationalized research collaboration. 

16. The Academy of Sciences Malaysia (ASM) has recently 

completed a study on “Carbon-free energy: Roadmap for Malaysia” and 

one of the sectors explored is biomass energy as an initiative to reduce 

carbon footprint. This roadmap is aligned with Malaysia’s pledge in 

United Nations Climate Change Conference 2009 (COP15) to reduce 

40% of its emission intensity of GDP by the year 2020 compared to 2005 

levels. 
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17. Additionally, Health and Wellbeing is another important theme 

of this workshop. Epidemics and diseases are mostly global problem, 

and instead of working in silo, we should work together to find ways to 

address these issues. In Asia, dengue is a regional problem that is on 

the rise. In Malaysia, the death count from dengue is 336 people in 2015 

compared to 215 people in 2014.   

18. In Malaysia, a dengue tool kit initiative in collaboration with 

ASM, MOSTI and Inno Biologics Sdn Bhd and Entogenex Industries Sdn 

Bhd has started since 2015 to reduce the risk of dengue. This initiative 

targets dengue hotspot areas affecting 30 communities where each 

house within these areas will be provided with a set of toolkit containing 

the necessary tools to control mosquito population. This is one of the 

innovations through R&D that Malaysia has developed. I hope that more 

quality R&D that could solve global health challenges could be initiated 

through this international collaboration platform.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

19. STI talent and high-skilled workers are an imperative for STI 

advancement. It is an established view that the role and contribution of 

STI is crucial in addressing various economic, social and environmental 

issues as a result of human endeavours in promoting business, trade 

and industry. The right set of talents is important to drive a knowledge-

intensive and innovation-led economy. More often than not, we have 

excellent STI talents that may not have the right opportunity to fully 

utilize their skills in contributing towards STI advancement. I hope that 

through international workshops such as this, we are able to attract the 

right pool of STI talents to participate in research at the international 
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level. I’m glad to hear the concept of R&D collaboration that was 

introduced through this platform is to have mandatory 1 researcher from 

France, 1 researcher from ASEAN and 1 from Asia. This approach could 

benefit all partners in the research, making it more holistic and inclusive.  

20. On that note, I urge all of you to take this opportunity during this 

workshop to gain knowledge on ICT and Biology, as well as to build 

networks for the advancement of STI locally and internationally.  

21. Finally, I wish to thank the French Embassy for initiating and 

co-organising this workshop in Malaysia. I hope that we will continue to 

form strategic partnerships in STI-related matters of national and 

international importance. 

22. With that, I declare the ICT-Bio Asia Workshop 2016 is officially 

launched.  

Thank you.  

  

 

 


